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way, the McDowell Sonoran Preserve 
could include more difficult trails in 
the next phase of trail building at the 
Brown’s Ranch Trailhead Area.

Brown’s Ranch, near Alma School 
and Dynamite roads, is a particularly 
lush piece of Sonoran 
desert that was once a 
northern outpost of the 
sprawling DC Ranch. 
Scottsdale’s McDowell 
Sonoran Preserve 
began purchasing 
parcels of the area for 
conservation in 2010.

After acquiring the 
land, the city started 
constructing a modern, 
professionally designed 
trail network to 
replace a collection of 
improvised trails blazed 
by off-highway vehicles 
(OHV). The new trails 
place an emphasis on 
sustainability and the 
ability to accommodate 
many different users, 
such as horseback 
riders and hikers, at 
the same time. The 
trails soft-opened to the public one 
year ago this month, with an official 
opening the following October.

Mountain bikers said they admire 
the beauty of Brown’s Ranch, the 
well-signed system of trails, and the 
new trailhead facilities but cited a 
common problem.

“You’ve given us all this easy stuff, 
we want some harder stuff,” said 
Lorraine Montouri, the president of 
the Desert Foothills chapter of the 
International Mountain Bicycling 
Association. 

Montouri said that while Brown’s 
Ranch is popular and has become a 
favorite of many riders, “the fear that 
some mountain bikers had was that 
the rest (of the trails) would be the 
same.”

Montouri, who described Brown’s 
Ranch as “a treasure,” said that all of 
the trails in the new system are easy to 
moderate—perfect for some, but leave 
others craving more. 

Calen Cummens, owner of the Flat 
Tire Bike Shop in Cave Creek, agreed 
with Montouri. But, he said, one 
advantage of the new trail system is it 
gives beginning riders a more relaxed 
experience than the old OHV trails 
offered.

“There’s people 
going out there 
who would 
have never been 
mountain biking 
(without Brown’s 
Ranch),” he said.

Hoping to 
influence the 
design of the next 
phase of trails to 
include a mix of 
more advanced 
trails, the Desert 
Foothills MBA 
hired trail 
consultant Woody 
Keen last February. 
Keen visited 
Brown’s Ranch 
and produced 
a report with 
recommendations 
for future trails, 
which Desert 

Foothills presented at a preserve 
commission meeting May 1. 

Liz Hildenbrand, manager of the 
McDowell Sonoran Preserve, said 
she understands mountain bikers’ 
critique. Responding to feedback from 
the community, Hildenbrand said the 
City has formed a stakeholders group 
to increase the involvement of user 
groups, including mountain bikers, 
during the development of new trails 
this summer. She said the city will 
try to offer riders replacements to 
the old OHV trails that will be more 
sustainable, but still fun for advanced 
riders.

“Our goal is to provide a variety of 
experiences,” she said. 

Montouri said she felt Scottsdale 
has listened to the mountain biking 
community. The Scottsdale area, 
Montouri said, offers great biking, and 
when the next wave of trails opens up 
at Brown’s Ranch, “I think there will 
be a lot of mountain bikers there.”

Mountain Bikers Lobbying for More 
Difficult Trails at Brown’s Ranch
By Scott Shumaker

A mountain biker heads uphill on one 
of the newly built trails at the Brown’s 
Ranch Trailhead Area. 
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